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SUBJECT: SWEDISH ELECTION 

SUMMARY: TWO MAIN OPPONENTS MET IN DEBATE SEPT. 5 WHICH 
SHOWED OPPOSITION LEADER FALLDIN ABLE TO HOLD HIS OWN AGAINST 
VETERAN POLEMICIST-DEBATER PALME. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PRIME MINISTER PALME AND OPPOSITION LEADER FALLDIN 
MET HEAD-ON SEPT. 5 IN A DEBATE, PARTIALLY TELEVISED 
NATIONWIDE, WHICH OBSERVERS HAD JUDGED TO BE POTENTIALLY 
CRUCIAL TO ELECTION OUTCOME. MORNING-AFTER CONSENSUS 
WAS THAT EALLDIN DID BETTER THAN EXPECTED AT PROJECTING 
A STRONG, REASONABLY DECISIVE IMAGE. ALTHOUGH PALME WAS 
FASTER WITH FORENSIC FOOTWORK, HE WAS NOT QUITE AS EFFEC- 
TIVE AS EXPECTED. MOST OBSERVERS RATED OUTCOME A DRAW 
INSTEAD OF EXPECTED SOCDEM SUCCESS. SINCE SOCDEMS ARE 
FIGHTING AN UPHILL BATTLE (OPPOSITION HAS 50.5 PERCENT IN 
LATEST POLL), THIS WAS DISAPPOINTING RESULT EOR GOVERNMENT 
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2. IN TELEVISED PORTION OF DEBATE UNEMPLOYMENT WAS MAIN, 

ALMOST EXCLUSIVE TOPIC, WITH PALME CLEARLY ON THE DEFEN- 
SIVE. FALLDIN DEMANDED TO KNOW WHAT WAS SOCDEM PROGRAM 
FOR REDUCING UNEMPLOYMENT, MATCHING AGAINST PALME'S 
IMPRECISE REPLIES HIS OWN PROPOSAL TO CREATE 100,000 NEW 
JOBS BY A VARIETY OF MEASURES DESIGNED TO PROMOTE BUSINESS 
EXPANSION IN LABOR INTENSIVE AREAS. PALME TICKED OFF 
VAGUENESS OF CENTER PROPOSAL, HE REPEATEDLY WAS CON- 
STRAINED TO FALL BACK ON DEFENSIVE ASSERTION THAT UNEM- 
PLOYMENT IN SWEDEN IS LOWER THAN IN ALL OTHER INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES. (THE CENTRE PARTY SEEMS TO BE SCORING WITH 

ITS ATTACKS ON THE EMPLOYMENT ISSUE. SWEDEN'S BUSINESS 
WEEKLY ( "VECKANS AFFARER") HAS POLL THIS WEEK SHOWING 
THAT 40 PERCENT OF AN UNDEFINED SAMPLING OF VOTERS FEEL THAT A 
BOURGEOIS (OPPOSTION) GOVERNMENT WOULD BE BEST EQUIPPED 
TO PROTECT EMPLOYMENT, WITH 30 PERCENT FAVORING THE 
SOCDEMS. THIS IS A CHANGE FROM 32 PERCENT (B) AGAINST 27 PERCENT 
(S) IN APRIL 1973 WHEN SAME QUESTION WAS ASKED.) 

3. FALLDIN, WHO WAS WELL BRIEFED, PERFORMED BETTER THAN 
EXPECTED IN FENDING OFF PALME'S JABS. FOR INSTANCE, 

PALME STRIKING AT WELL-KNOWN LACK OF UNITY AMONG THREE 
BOURGEOIS PARTIES, DEMANDED THAT THEY PRESENT A PROGRAM 
FOR THEIR COALITION GOVERNMENT SO THAT VOTERS WOULD KNOW 
WHAT THEY WERE REALLY VOTING FOR. FALLDIN REPLIED THAT 
THREE PARTIES WERE APPEALING INDEPENDENTLY FOR SUPPORT, 

BUT ALL WITHIN A COMMON "MIDDLE POLICY" FRAMEWORK. IT 

IS NOT SWEDISH CUSTOM FOR POSSIBLE COALITION PARTIES TO 
COME OUT WITH A JOINT PROGRAM BEFORE THE ELCTION. 

"I HAVE NOT ASKED PALME TO DRAW UP A COMMON PROGRAM WITH 
MR. HERMANSSON (COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER), " HE SAID. 

4. CENTER PARTY HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED BY PERFORMANCE OF 

THEIR LEADER. ALSO ENCOURAGING TO OPPOSITION ARE AUGUST UNEMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES JUST PUBLISHED WHICH SHOW A RISE IN UNEMPLOYMENT. 

ALTHOUGH RISE IS SEASONAL AND EXPECTED, THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
EFFECT AT THIS TIME REPRESENTS ANOTHER SETBACK FOR THE 
SOCDEMS. HOWEVER, VERY FEW IMPARTIAL OBSERVERS ARE 
PREDICTING A SOCDEM DEFEAT. AS VISITING AMERICAN POLITICAL 
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SCIENTIST STEPHEN KOBLICK (SPECIALIST IN SWEDISH POLITICS) 

POINTS OUT, THERE SEEM TO BE ENOUGH "UNDECIDEDS" LEFT 
FOR SOCDEMS TO PICK UP THE 2-3 PERCENT THEY NEED TO SQUEEZE 
THROUGH, AND THEIR COUNTRYWIDE ORGANIZATION HAS PROVED 
ITSELF IN THEPAST CAPABLE OF SUCH A FEAT. 

OLSEN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION RESULTS, PARTY LEADERS, SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 SEP 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STOCKH03175 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STOCKHOLM 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 973/newtext/t1 9730947/aaaabitc.tel 
Line Count: 113 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12-Sep-2001 by freemaal>; APPROVED <01 -Nov-2001 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SWEDISH ELECTION SUMMARY: TWO MAIN OPPONENTS MET IN DEBATE SEPT. 5 WHICH 
TAGS: PINT, SW 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



